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thence, and during the early days of his tenure of office he
manifested violent irritation against Austria and het
Ministers. In spite of all this, not one of these three
Ministers ever dared to oppose the policy of Austria, even
when they personally condemned it, and spoke pretty openly
of Count Buol as an incapable but dangerous man who was
bound to destroy the Confederation and lead Germany to
her ruin."

" Every German State is more or less concerned with the
Bund, and not a few find themselves from time to time
dependent upon Federal Decrees with respect to their own
most important domestic questions. It is then that the
mighty influence of the Presidency, and that the majorities
packed by Austria become instruments of punishment or
reward, according to the previous behaviour towards Austria
of the State whose affairs happen to be under consideration.
Hanover, Wuertemberg, Electoral Hesse, Oldenburg and
Lippe, have undergone experiences of this sort within the
last few years; and Austria has taken great pains to keep
their wounds open as long as possible.*'

" By the intelligent utilisation of all these various mechan-
isms, Austrian influence upon the Governments of the
central and minor Federal States is steadfastly maintained.
A remarkably striking proof of its indestructibility is afforded
by the circumstance that it suffered no appreciable minish-
ment through the conduct of the Vienna Cabinet during the
Oriental crisis, or through the treatment then accorded to
the Federal Governments by Count Buol. At that time the
Imperial Minister behaved to the German States as if they
had been Austria's vassals, instead of her Confederates; in
order to coerce them into joining her, he threatened them
(not only directly, but through foreign Powers) with the
occupation of their territories by French troops. . . , The